
Frequency of Diacritics in French
In French, all of the lower case letters with diacritics were present; only two of

the possible twelve upper case letters were found.

Table 4. (continued)

S 632,327 8.04%
N 586,441 7.46%
I 584,860 7.44%
R 554,229 7.05%
T 549,410 6.99%
U 444,532 5.65%
L 434,930 5.53%
O 423,315 5.38%
D 335,585 4.27%
C 274,286 3.49%
P 237,528 3.02%
M 227,158 2.89%
V 102,728 1.30%
F 89,497 1.14%
G 85,760 1.09%
Q 78,597 0.999%
B 71,070 0.903%
H 60,492 0.769%
X 34,200 0.435%
J 26,701 0.339%
Y 21,324 0.271%
Z 7,687 0.098%
K 7,613 0.097%
W 3,052 0.039%

Total 7,865,778

Table 5. Frequency of Diacritics in French.

A 15,621 100% a 583,054 93.73%
�aa 36,662 5.89%
âa 2,315 .372%
€aa 25 .004%

C 18,633 99.77% c 250,923 98.17%
C� 43 .23% c� 4,687 1.83%
E 13,233 98.02% e 1,105,003 82.38%
�EE 267 1.98% �ee 198,226 14.78%

�ee 26,507 1.98%
êe 11,185 .83%
€ee 358 .03%
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Observations and Comments
As in Spanish, the order of lower case letters is highly predictive of what the

order will be when letters of both cases are combined. The differences in the

following example are underlined:

Lower case: e s a n I r t u o l d c p m v f g q b h x j y z k w

Both cases: e a s n I r t u l o d c p m v f g q b h x j y z k w

The following orderings of French letters from studies of all sizes that span

more than a century again demonstrate the consistency of letter frequency:

ECI-Disk 10 Million E A S N I R T U L O D C P M V F G Q B H X J Y Z K W
De Viaris 80,000 E A S I N T R U L O D C P M V Q F G B H J X Y Z K W
Valerio 10,000 E N A I R S T U O L D C M P V F B G Q H X J Y Z K W
Pratt Unk. E A S I T N R U L O D C M P V Q G F B H J X Y Z K W
Sacco 5,044 E A S N T I R U O L D C M P V F Q G B H X J Y Z

Pratt (1939) observes that many French letters have very similar

frequencies. He groups the French letters into the following nine categories:

e a s ı̈ t n r u l o d c m p v q g f b h j x y z k w because ‘‘In short

messages, any letter is likely to come ahead of another in the same group.’’

Using the ASK French alphabet as a reference, all lower case letters

with diacritics exist in the 10M file. Even the smallest file of 100 included �aa, c�
and �ee.

This study found a higher percentage of letters with diacritics than did

Alan Smeaton (1998). Out of an 86 M file that included 7.67M examples of

‘‘e’’ and 4.44M examples of ‘‘a’’, Smeaton found 1.3M examples of ‘‘�ee’’ and

0.22M examples of ‘‘�aa’’. Even more surprising was the 280,000 total for

‘‘*ALL* other accented characters’’ (sic). His ‘‘intuition’’ that this is ‘‘less

Table 5. (continued)

I 9,025 100% i 575,826 99.99%
ı̈ 6 .001%
|̂| 3 .0005%

O 4,710 100% o 414,118 98.93%
ôo 4,432 1.06%
€oo 55 .013%

U 5,382 100% u 434,721 98.99%
�uu 2,186 .497%
ûu 2,150 .489%
€uu 93 .021%
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