
Frequency of Diacritics in Greek

Table 24. Frequency of Diacritics in Greek.

A 22,830 90.89% a 730,072 80.90%
�A 2,287 9.11% �aa 172,331 19.10%

E 15,566 78.13% e 498,734 77.88%
�E 4,356 21.87% �ee 141,636 22.12%

H 8,784 80.17% Z 230,508 69.84%
�H 2,173 19.83% �ZZ 99,528 30.16%

I 6,148 90.75% i 512,028 73.78%
�I 561 8.28% �ii 180,138 25.96%
€II 66 .97% €ii 1,744 .25%

�i
::

61 .00008%
O 15,395 81.95% o 587,868 78.29%
�O 3,391 18.05% ó 162,977 21.71%

Y 2,956 88.88% u 248,933 75.75%
�Y 370 11.12% �uu 78,990 24.04%

Table 23. (continued)

I 700,746 9.32%
E 660,292 8.78%
T 600,534 7.99%
S 564,325 7.50%
N 484,208 6.44%
H 340,993 4.53%
Y 331,957 4.41%
P 306,324 4.07%
P 305,317 4.06%
K 283,847 3.77%
M 267,339 3.55%
� 193,850 2.58%
O 157,894 2.10%
D 133,525 1.78%
G 126,724 1.69%
X 89,688 1.19%
Y 84,423 1.12%
F 66,676 0.886%
B 47,994 0.638%
X 35,326 0.470%
Z 30,147 0.401%
C 10,831 0.144%

Total 7,520,111
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Observations and Comments
Letters with diacritics are far more numerous in Greek than in Romance

languages. Ten of the eleven lower case Greek letters with diacritics appeared

in the 10M sample; only upsilon with both tonos and dialytika was absent.

Likewise, eight of the nine possible upper case Greek letters with diacritics

were found; there was no example of an upper case upsilon with dialytika.

Unexpectedly, every Latin/English letter in both cases was found

among the 94,666 such letters in the 10M ‘‘Greek’’ file. This number,

in perspective, is less than one percent of all the characters in the Greek

sample.

The Unicode and ASCII numbers in the tables clearly distinguish between

any similar letters such as English lower case k and Greek k (Kappa).

Non-Greek letters begin to appear in the 500K ‘‘Greek’’ sample, which

contained 14 examples of upper-case letters and 17 in lower-case. All Latin/

English upper and lower case letters appear in the 2.5M sample. To illustrate

progression, the following table shows the quantities for lower case Latin/

English ‘‘e’’ and ‘‘a’’ in four samples:

The non-Greek letters have a combined-case ordering beginning with

EAINROTS. Almost all frequencies for English begin with ETAO and include

INSHR among the next five letters.

The semicolon is the Greek interrogative symbol. The raised dot ‘‘ano

teleia’’ (ano¼ up; telos¼ end) accomplishes the same function as does the

English semicolon. In the Greek 10M file, there were 7,407 semicolons and

707 examples of the ano teleia.

There are 9,259 examples of the greater than ‘‘>’’ symbol in the 10M Greek

file, but no examples of ‘‘<’’. Most of the words containing the ‘‘>’’ symbol

e a
1M 7 5
2.5M 1160 665
5M 3280 2388
10M 8929 6543

Table 24. (continued)

€uu 708 .21%
O 1,198 92.51% o 105,576 67.42%

�O 97 7.49% �oo 51,023 32.58%
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