
Combined Counts
The following totals are for combined counts:

Frequency of Diacritics in Portuguese

Table 15. Frequency of Diacritics in Portuguese.

A 5,100 99.07% a 241,302 89.30%
�AA 17 .33% �aa 1,901 .70%
�AA 31 .60% á 9,262 3.43%

âa 827 .31%
~aa 16,911 6.26%

C 3,539 100% c 67,463 85.02%
c� 11,890 14.98%

Table 14. Percentages and Frequency Order for Portuguese Letters.

A 275,351 13.89%
E 251,923 12.72%
O 215,880 10.90%
S 156,524 7.90%
I 132,746 6.70%
R 132,092 6.67%
N 106,308 5.37%
D 103,739 5.24%
T 91,754 4.63%
M 89,886 4.54%
C 82,892 4.18%
U 80,278 4.05%
L 54,622 2.76%
P 54,335 2.74%
V 30,644 1.55%
G 23,198 1.17%
Q 21,029 1.06%
F 20,006 1.01%
B 19,419 0.980%
H 17,926 0.905%
Z 7,922 0.400%
J 6,278 0.317%
X 5,397 0.272%
K 345 0.0174%
Y 328 0.0165%
W 207 0.0104%

Total 1,981,056
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Observations and Comments
All Latin/English letters appeared in the 2.5M sample. The only absent lower

case letter with a diacritic was �oo. Only seven upper case letters with diacritics

appeared; this was the highest number among the Romance languages, and the

French sample was four times as large.

While the sample of 100 contained the two most common lower case letters

with diacritical marks, ~aa and c� , the 250 sample was the first to include ‘‘�EE,’’ the

most common upper case letter. Three numerals first appeared in the 2.5M

sample; all ten numerals were first found in the 100K sample.

The Portuguese samples contain few curiosities. In the 2.5M sample, the

quantity of ‘‘!’’ is about one percent higher than the count for ‘‘?’’. In Spanish,

French and Italian, question marks outnumber exclamation points more than

two to one.

The few Portuguese letter orderings which appear in the literature again

show the consistency of letter frequencies.

LATIN

Although there is occasional controversy about whether Latin came from

Greek, the consensus is that Latin emerged from Etruscan in the 7th century

ECI-Disk 2.5M A E O S I R N D T M C U L P V G Q F B H Z J X K Y W

Friedman 45,106 E A O S I R N T C D M U P L V G F B Q H W Y K

Kullback 3,228 A E O S R I D N M T U C P L V F G H Q B X Z

Table 15. (continued)

E 4,819 88.94% e 233,395 94.68%
�EE 598 11.04% �ee 9,084 3.69%
ÊE 1 .018% êe 4,025 1.63%

�ee 1 .0004%
I 1,177 100% i 125,351 95.27%

ı́ 6,218 4.73%

O 3,040 99.57% o 205,115 96.37%
�OO 5 .16% �oo 4,212 1.98%
ÔO 8 .26% ôo 1,079 .51%

~oo 2,421 1.14%

U 672 99.70% u 77,522 97.38%
�UU 2 .30% �uu 1,834 2.30%

€uu 248 .31%
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