
most languages, blank is, by far, the most common character. Typically, there

are about four times as many blanks in any sample as all other special

characters combined. Whatever the next most common special character, it is

always a very distant second. On average, the blank is about twelve times

more numerous in a typical sample than the next most frequent special

character. In a very few languages, a lower case letter may occasionally have a

higher frequency than blank.

Comma and period are usually the next most common special characters,

although in French the apostrophe was midway between the counts for comma

and period, and was in fourth place after blank in Italian and fifth place in

Greek. The double quote was third after the blank in Spanish, fourth in

Portuguese and fifth in Greek. The Spanish 8M sample had about ten periods

for every six commas.

Colons, semicolons, question marks and exclamation points are numerous

in Latin and the Romance languages, much more so than some of the

percentages in the following table suggest. The following table shows

character percentages in relation to the special characters in a sample.

The semicolon in Greek is used at the end of a question. An elevated dot

symbol called ‘‘ano teleia’’ (ano ¼ up; telos ¼ end) serves the same function

as does the semicolon in English. In the Greek 10M file, there were 7,407

semicolons, most presumably used at the end of Greek questions, and others as

separator symbols in non-Greek sentences. There were also 707 examples of

‘‘ano teleia,’’ 6,775 colons, and 158 question marks.

While one might expect the same number of certain left and right elements,

such as parentheses and brackets, to be identical, this occurred only twice, in the

lowest frequency examples identified with an asterisk in the following table:

Table 8. Character Percentages in Relation to the Special Characters in a Sample.

French Italian Latin Portuguese Spanish

Blank 81.13% 78.46% 83.81% 83.97% 79.96%
Comma 6.08% 4.56% 8.38% 7.01% 6.00%
Period 3.33% 3.33% 3.53% 5.08% 10.73%
Semicolon 0.15% 0.15% 1.24% 0.17% 0.15%
Colon 0.32% 0.51% 1.04% 0.30% 0.17%
Question Mark 0.12% 0.16% 0.42% 0.309% 0.62%
Exclam. Point 0.05% 0.02% 0.12% 0.315% 0.22%
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