
Following are the quantities of numerals, and their percentages, for the

Roman Languages and Greek in our study:

The two most common numerals in all five samples were 1 and 0, with a

combined percentage in the range of 34–37%. The numerals 6 and 7 were

among the least common in four of the five samples. Their combined totals

typically account for around 10–13% of numeral usage.

The numeral 9 placed in the top half in all samples, and ranked third in two

samples. ECI-disk data, except Latin, includes data from the last century,

when 1 and 9 would likely have been in most date years. Nine may be less

common in decades ahead; during the first nine decades of this century, nine of

every ten date years will lack a 9.

In the above table, the numeral 2 was in the top half of all tabulations, and

in three samples ranked third. During the 2000–2099 century, both 2 and 0 will

appear at least once in all date years. For this reason, 2 is even more likely to

follow 1 and 0 (or 0 and 1) in numeral frequencies calculated on data from the

21st century.

SPECIAL CHARACTER FREQUENCIES

The most common special character is the blank. Unicode and others

designate this character as ‘‘space,’’ but the writers suggest that ‘‘blank’’

might be more appropriate. A ‘‘space’’ can also be ‘‘a row of blanks’’.

In the character frequencies for Latin, Greek and the Romance Languages,

the blank ranges from 14.6% of all characters in Latin to 19.4% in Greek. In

Table 7. Quantities of Numerals for Roman Languages and Greek.

French Greek Italian Portuguese Spanish

0 12,195 16.7% 10,041 13.3% 1,528 18.4% 601 16.5% 4,226 19.2%
1 14,898 20.5% 15,850 20.9% 1,428 17.2% 755 20.7% 3,624 16.5%
2 6,876 9.4% 8,106 10.7% 937 11.3% 355 9.7% 2,813 12.8%
3 4,808 6.6% 6,199 8.2% 767 9.2% 228 6.3% 1,843 8.4%
4 3,874 5.3% 5,331 7.0% 572 6.9% 241 6.6% 1,797 8.2%
5 5,376 7.4% 5,606 7.4% 644 7.8% 340 9.3% 2,135 9.7%
6 3,814 5.2% 5,276 7.0% 517 6.2% 252 6.9% 1,175 5.3%
7 4,124 5.7% 5,198 6.9% 460 5.5% 236 6.5% 1,126 5.1%
8 7,289 10.0% 6,559 8.7% 760 9.2% 279 7.7% 1,337 6.1%
9 9,592 13.2% 7,543 10.0% 692 8.3% 357 9.8% 1,926 8.8%
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