
The samples of 1M characters in all languages include the numerals and

most of the upper and lower case letters with and without diacritical marks. Not

even the 10M samples have all upper case letters with diacritics.

Writers hypothesize about why so few examples of upper case letters with

diacritics are found in Romance language samples. The most obvious answer

is that most keyboards for these languages contain either few or no accented

upper case letters. A second possibility may be ‘‘lazy journalism.’’ A third

explanation is that current custom or trend in a given country or region may be

to omit accents and other marks on upper case letters. For example, Quebec

chooses to include all French accents; France apparently does not.

NUMERAL FREQUENCIES

The percentages of the different numerals in the French, Greek, Italian,

Portuguese and Spanish files parallel the findings of Frank Benford

concerning the uneven distribution of numerals.

Table 5. Numeric Characters: Quantities of Different Numerals Found in Each Sample Size.

Sample

size

100 250 500 1K 2.5K 5K 10K 25K 50K 100K 250K 500K 1M 1.5M 2.5M 5M 8M 10M

FR 5 10 (Same to 10 million)

GK 4 5 6 6 6 10 (Same to 10 million)

IT 5 6 9 9 9 10 (Same to 1.5 million)

LT 1 (Same to 500K)

PO 3 3 5 9 10 (Same to 2.5 million)

SP 2 2 2 4 9 10 (Same to 8 million)

Table 6. Special Characters: Quantities of Different Special Characters Found in Each Sample Size.

Sample

size

100 250 500 1K 2.5K 5K 10K 25K 50K 100K 250K 500K 1M 1.5M 2.5M 5M 8M 10M

FR 3 6 6 6 8 10 11 12 14 14 15 15 16 17 17 17

GK 2 3 4 8 9 10 11 15 17 17 17 20 21 22 24 33

IT 8 10 13 13 14 15 16 17 18 18 23 25 27 28

LT 2 4 5 6 6 6 6 6 8 14 15 16

PO 2 3 3 3 5 6 6 9 12 16 16 18 21 23

SP 3 3 3 3 5 6 11 14 14 15 19 19 19 21 23 23
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