
Many languages have a consistent and obvious ‘‘most common letter,’’ and

usually also a very-consistent ‘‘second most common letter.’’ In most English

tables, E/e is clearly the most common letter and T/t the next most common.

In Spanish, however, the counts and percentages for the two most common

letters are often extremely close. In lower case, the count of a is higher than e

only in the 50K sample.

Fig. 1. Spanish lower case letters.

Table 17. Counts and Percentages for the Two Most Common Letters.

Count e a

500K 9.75% 9.33%
50K 9.63% 9.72%���
5000 9.96% 9.36%

���The percentage for lower-case a is higher than e only in the 50K sample.
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