
Frequency of Diacritics in Spanish
All of the Spanish letters with diacritics except �OO were found in the 8M

sample. These range from 0.03% to 11.3% of a particular letter.

In most Spanish samples, but not all, E and e tend to be the most frequent

characters. In Figure 1, letters are underlined when they vary in sequencing

with respect to the next higher sample.

All accented lower-case letters and ~nn are first seen in the sample of 500. No

letters with marks or accents appear in the sample of 100 characters. Lower

case €uu first appears in the 1M sample. There is obvious high consistency

among the most frequent letters in Spanish samples 1K and higher.

The following table shows very high consistency for certain letters:

Table 15. Frequency of Diacritics in Spanish.

A 14,704 99.97% a 688,798 95.98%
�AA 6 .03% á 28,816 4.02%

E 21,070 98.85% e 797,471 97.27%
�EE 245 1.15% �ee 22,399 2.73%
I 3,725 99.97% i 339,434 88.70%
�II 1 .03% ı́ 43,221 11.30%

N 7,174 99.78% n 415,909 96.59%
~NN 16 .22% ~nn 14,700 3.41%

O 3,919 100% o 538,093 93.42%
�OO 0 0% �oo 37,917 6.58%

U 3,583 99.91% u 261,918 96.80%
�UU 2 .06% �uu 8,533 3.15%
€UU 1 .03% €uu 129 .05%

Table 16. Consistency Levels for Certain Letters.

Sample size Example percentages

8M s is 5.44% and n is 5.19%
100K s is 5.53% and n is 5.53%
25K s is 5.38% and n is 5.57%
2500 s is 6.76% and n is 5.88%

5M j is 0.29% and z is 0.23%
100K j is 0.29% and z is 0.29%
500 j is 0.20% and z is 0.20%
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